[Local anesthesia in ophthalmic surgery (author's transl)].
Although there is parctically no contraindication for general anesthesia and the risks for the patient have become considerably less, local anesthesia is still indicated for many ophthalmic surgical interventions. Here different factors have to be considered: The physical and psychological state of the patient, the nature of the intervention (above all cataract and glaucoma operations, as well as lamellar and perforating keratoplasties), the technique of the local anesthesia, the pre-medication, the relationship surgeon-patient, economic factors and possible complications of general anesthesia.